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The oirl

had always meant to keep her promise.

But when she told him,
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she never imagined it would be so soon.




t

was the first few weeks of summer

when she began noticing

something

was wrong.
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They had often talked of death.
p So often, in fact, that it had become a topic
both familiar and banal. But now, now it

was being brought up in coversation more 1
often than she felt comfortable with. And }
the way he talked about it, as if in awe.

As if he was

envious.

Those jokes of
suicide --
jumping out of a moving
“car to avoid being

- around your parents,
‘ angmg yourself off

if she gave him hugs goodbye that we
be a little too forceful, or lasted one

Inste

of immediately laughin

hlS mouth turned up ever
slightly at the edges,
as if he was smiling at a sec
joke that




But

when she was home,
when she was alone,

.she worried.

And even to herself
she couldn’t admit she was terrified.




She looked.
~at his skin and
saw ‘when it

~ paled.

She watched
his cheeks and
saw them
sinking.

She watched as
day by day,
one by one,
-the lights

went

out of his eyes.

wasn't e>ating.
He wasn't sleeping.
. He was -2
dym
He was kxllmg h'
and there wai

he’ll be fine,

right?

- I mean, all teenagers get a little
. moody sometimes. It's practically

part of growing up!

And you know what? Parents
and adults might not
understand, but his cutting is
actually a good thing! It's
healthy to find some sort of
release, isn’t it?

We all have tpose thoughts,
‘but w\e never act on them,
nght?
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for more information
please contact the artist:

Kirby Israelson
kirby.israelson@gmail.com
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